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VOLUME XXXVI I I  NO 1 

Date:        January 27, 2012 
 
Time:       Mingle 11:00 AM 
   Lunch 12:00 PM 
 
Where:     Bremerton Elks Lodge 
 
Menu:       Chicken Fried Steak with Coun-
    try Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, 
    Peas & Carrots, Salad, & Rolls 
 
Cost:   $14.00 
 
Program:  Todd Wagner, Bremerton Of-
    fice, Disabled Veterans Out
    reach Program 
   
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT  TIMELY RES-
ERVATIONS BE MADE FOR ALL  
FUNCTIONS SO THE  APPROPRIATE 
NUMBER OF MEALS CAN BE OR-
DERED. 
�
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION CALL ONE 
OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS BY  FRI-
DAY, JANUARY 20TH. 
 
Bremerton:       Lynn Finlay 
          360 377-3353 
 

Poulsbo &          CDR Jerry Turner 
North Kitsap:    360 779-2946 
 
Port Orchard:   Myra Lovejoy 
           360 769-2412 
 
Silverdale:          CDR Jerry Turner 
           360 779-2946 
 
Gig Harbor:       CDR Jerry Home 
           253 851-7057 
 
Bainbridge Is.    CDR Jerry Turner 
           360 779-2946 
 
************************************** 
Members taking reservations please call 
John Albright  at (360) 830-9036 no later 
than 6:00 PM on Sunday , January 22nd. 
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    http://www.moaa-kitsap-online.org 

 

“Blessed are those that nought expect, 
for they shall not be disappointed.” - 
Wolcot        
      Given the (predictable) lack of 
meaningful results from the late unla-
mented joint Congressional committee, 
continued inaction and squabbling by 
Congress during 2012 will likely be a 
repeat of 2011. Amid the constant bab-
bling incident to the coming party con-
ventions, it will be increasingly diffi-
cult to focus our elected reps on issues 
of importance to both the active and 
retired military community. 
       It’s therefore critical for all Chap-
ter members to carefully track pending 
actions, and respond promptly to 
MOAA’s appeals for member support.  
Among current proposals, which 
should be of concern to all of us: cuts 
to retired pay by changing the annual 
COLA computation methodology; re-
placement of the current retirement 
system with a civilian-style contribu-
tory 401(k) type;  substantial raises in 
co-pays and deductibles for TRICARE. 
. Numbers count when dealing with 
elected officials. While national 
MOAA is the sole service organization 
listed among the top 50 Washington 
lobbyists, their efforts are amplified 
when supported by each chapter’s 
grass-roots communications from indi-
vidual members.   
      On 5 December, RDML Biesel, 
Commander, Navy Region Northwest, 
met for over 40 minutes with me, Carol 
Meteney (1stVP) and RADM John Al-
bright, NOAA (Ret). It was our first 
opportunity to make the Chapter’s pro-
grams known to him. He appeared in-

terested in giving moral support, al-
though he is limited by naval policy 
from providing any direct support. We 
noted his membership in MOAA na-
tional, although he politely declined 
our invitation to join Kitsap Chapter 
due to his need to remain independent 
of personal alliance with any specific 
local group. We also invited him to be 
the keynote speaker at our JO Awards 
luncheon in May during Armed Forces 
week. which item he took under con-
sideration. 
      Lastly, my thanks to Myra Lovejoy 
for coordinating efforts to collect old 
cell phones in support of  national 
MOAA Auxiliary’s “Cell  Phones for 
Soldiers” drive. Our final count was 40 
instruments collected, meeting the de-
sired goal. 
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        Lapel Pins Available 
         For Purchase! 
 

      The Chapter has the lapel pins 
pictured below for sale at   $3.00 
each.  See Greg Bajuk at the 
monthly luncheon if you wish to 
purchase one.  Net proceeds will 
go to help support the NJROTC 
program. 

   Auxiliary Member 

 MOAA Member 

NOTICE 
2012 Membership dues are now 
due and payable.  Membership 
statements have been mailed.  
Return your payment now. 
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OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
Joe Sommer      (360) 871 2820 
CDR,USN (Ret) 
 

1st  VICE PRESIDENT 
Carol A. Meteney      (360) 876 5744 
Auxiliary 
   

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
John Stokes      (360) 479 5166 
CW3, USA (Ret) 
 

SECRETARY 
Gerald E. Egan                          (360) 871 6040 
CAPT, USN (Ret) 
 

TREASURER 
Warren D. Polensky      (360) 377 9813 
LT, USN (Ret) 
 
 

DIRECTORS  
 

John Albright      (360) 830 9036 
RADM, NOAA (Ret) 
 

Gregory E. Bajuk                                   (360) 697 1964 
CAPT, USN (Ret) 
 

Betty Freiwald      (360) 876 0629 
Auxiliary 
 

John Gilman         (360) 337 7760 
Col, USAR (Ret) 
 

Myra Lovejoy      (360) 769 2412 
Auxiliary  

  
Edgar A. McAvoy      (360 297 2591 
LtCol, USA (Ret) 
 

Jon R. Root       (206) 855 8373 
MajGen USAR (Ret) 
 

Jerome R. Turner      (360) 779 2946 
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret)  
 

Ted M. Watson       (360) 769 0299 
LtCol, USAF (Ret) 
 

CHAPLAIN  

Jerome R. Turner       (360) 779 2946 
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret) 
 
 

DIRECTORS EMERITUS  
 

Leland J. Daly                            (360)  876 4230 
LtCol, AUS (Ret) 
 

Gerald A. Leen       (360) 613 5609 
Col, USAF (Ret) 
  

Roy H Olsson Sr.       (360) 698 3697 
Maj, AUS (Ret)  
 

William F. Tighe, Jr.         (360) 895 0507 
CAPT, USCG (Ret) 
 

EDITOR  
 

William F. Mullins                          (360) 895 2639 
LCDR, MSC, USN (Ret) 
E-mail:  wfmullins@wavecable.com 

Important Information 
About Walgreens and Your 
Retail Pharmacy Benefit 
From Express Scripts 
      Express Scripts, as the administra-
tor of the TRICARE pharmacy benefit, 
has made a commitment to provide a 
prescription drug benefit that meets the 
needs of beneficiaries in an effective, 
efficient, and fiscally responsible man-
ner. One of the ways we do this is by 
negotiating competitive rates for pre-
scription drugs with retail pharmacies 
in our network.  
      As you may have heard, Walgreens 
has stopped participating as a provider 
in the Express Scripts pharmacy net-
work as of Jan. 1, 2012.  The prices 
Walgreens offered to Express Scripts 
for filling prescriptions would cost 
TRICARE more than other pharmacies 
filling the same prescriptions. It would 
mean the cost to TRICARE would in-
crease. Every dollar of cost savings 
from the discounted prices we negoti-
ate with network pharmacies result 
directly in savings for the TRICARE 
program  
      If you fill a prescription at Wal-
greens, you will pay 100% of the cost 
and you will need to file a paper claim 
for non-network benefit reimburse-
ment.  To avoid potential disruption to 
your medication, it is important for you 
to take action now.  We realize that 
this poses an inconvenience to you, 
and Express Scripts is committed to 
making the transition to an alternative 
pharmacy as simple as possible. 
There are two easy ways to transfer 
prescriptions currently being filled at 
Walgreens: 
1. Have the medications you take on 
an ongoing basis safely and conven-
iently delivered to your home through 
TRICARE Pharmacy Home Delivery. . 
2. If TRICARE Pharmacy Home De-
livery isn't for you, simply take your 
current prescription bottles to the net-
work pharmacy of your choice. You 
may fill your prescriptions at other ma-
jor pharmacies and independent drug 
stores that remain part of the network. 
      Call Express Scripts  anytime at 1-  
877-885-6313 for help in finding a new  
network retail pharmacy. 

13 Payments May Affect 
your Taxes 
From Defense Finance and Accounting Ser-
vice 
       
     Your 1099R tax statement includes 
13 payments this year. This isn’t a mis-
take.  The pay schedule for retirees was 
adjusted in mid-2011 to comply with 
the 2011 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act.              . 
     Military retired pay is now proc-
essed on the first day of the month. 
When that day falls on a weekend or 
national holiday, the pay date is moved 
to the previous business day. This 
means your payment normally sched-
uled for Jan. 3, 2012 was issued Dec. 
30, 2011.                         .  
     As a result of the second payment in 
December, you were issued a total of 
13 pay checks instead of the normal 12 
in the 2011 tax year, which may in-
crease your tax liability.                . 
      Please contact your tax advisor or 
the IRS with questions on this sub-
ject.  DFAS Customer Service Repre-
sentatives cannot provide tax advice. 
      Because Jan. 1 is always a federal 
holiday, going forward DFAS will al-
ways process your January pay the pre-
vious December.   So in 2012 and be-
yond, you will receive the normal 12 
pay checks.                 . 
      The following entitlements are af-
fected by this change:  
 * Retired Pay  
 * Concurrent Retirement  
                Disability Pay (CRDP)  
 * Combat Related Special 
                Compensation (CRSC)  
      Garnishments, court-ordered child 
support payments, former spouse pay-
ments and allotments will be deducted 
from all 13 payments this year. Annu-
ity Pay is NOT affected by this change 
in monthly payments.  
      Please note: The IRS taxes your 
income based on the dates DFAS is-
sues payments, not on the dates your 
bank processes the payments. 

 

        Welcome 
 
 
 

The Board of Directors recently ap-
proved the membership application of 
LT James C. Mitchell, USN (Ret)  Lt 
Mitchell lives in Gig Harbor.  Be sure 
to look for him at an upcoming lunch-
eon and extend your personal wel-
come to the Kitsap Chapter. 

Zero is the only number 
that cannot be represented 
by Roman numberals. 



 
 

 
  

Holiday Luncheon Photos 
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1) Barbara O’Hearn & Marcia Bajuk; 2) Larry Gudbranson, Lou Buffardi & Ted 
Watson; 3) Miriam Sommer, Karen Watson & Alice Olsson; 4) Aleili Ferandez & 
Lily Ling  5) Tom Burch & Janthina DuSavage; 6) Robert Jungst, Greg Bajuk & Joe 
Sommer; 7) Jack & Mary Bartlett; 8) Honey Catriz, Barbara Baglio & Janice Wil-
liamson; 9) Debby Corso and her mother Betty Freiwald; 10) Miriam Sommer, Dar-
lene Iskra & Joe Sommer; 11) Leslie & John Gilman with Kay Root; 12) Myra 
Lovejoy & John Stokes  13) Jon Root & Larry Gudbranson; 14) Honey Catriz, Bob & 
Steffi Pencovic; 15) Roy Olsson & Art Haywood 



 

P.O. Box 1025 
Silverdale, WA 98383-1025 

DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT HOLD 
 

Return Service Requested 
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�  Editorial Policy 
The Kitsap Chapter Newsletter is authorized by the Board of Di-
rectors and designed to inform, amuse and enhance the opportu-
nity for communications between the MOAA organization and 
it’s members 
 

The Kitsap Chapter Newsletter is published monthly (except in 
July and November) and mailed to all members.  The newsletter is 
also available on the Chapter’s Web site at: 
http://www.moaa-kitsap-online.org 
 

Items for publication, changes of address or inquires and com-
ments can be sent to: 
 

Editor 
The Kitsap Chapter Newsletter 
PO Box 1025 
Silverdale, WA 98383 

 Jan 3  Board of Directors - Yacht Club Broiler 
 Jan 27  Monthly Luncheon - Bremerton Elks Club 

 Feb 7  Board of Directors - Yacht Club Broiler 
 Feb 24  Monthly Luncheon - Bremerton Elks Club 

 Mar 6  Board of Directors -Yacht Club Broiler 
 Mar 23 Monthly Luncheon - Bremerton Elks Club 

 

 

  Rita Keating; Carol Meteney; Betty Freiwald & Mary Mullins    
  having a good time at the holiday luncheon. 


